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Infectious disease specialist focusing on HIV prevention and treatment. Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Aug 15, 1970, he died from suspected complications of COVID-19 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on May 5, 2020, aged 49 years.

Each time Wafaa El-Sadr, the Director of ICAP at Columbia University, New York, USA---a multicountry programme to strengthen health systems and improve HIV services---visited Fernando Morales in Tanzania, he was eager to show her new strategies he had developed for reaching communities with improved HIV treatment and prevention efforts. As ICAP\'s Tanzania Country Director, it was Morales\' job to initiate new projects and design the programme\'s future interventions, and he "never wanted to just keep doing what others were doing", El-Sadr said. Instead, Morales designed interventions to facilitate HIV testing for key and vulnerable populations, who often get overlooked, and to provide them with easy access to pre-exposure prophylaxis. He loaded materials into bags and set off to reach fishing villages along the shores of Lake Victoria or remote mining communities.

"He was focused on what needed to be accomplished and found a way to get there", El-Sadr said. "To Fernando, there was never really an insurmountable obstacle. For him, it was just something that needed to be worked with and around." Morales\' attitude inspired colleagues and helped transform HIV prevention and treatment in the places he worked. "He wanted everyone to think beyond what was being done and consider what should be done", said Zara Ahmed, who first met Morales when they worked in Rwanda on a project run by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). "He had no patience for the status quo or marginal change. He wanted grand transformation and his energy, passion, and humour made you want to be a part of his crusade."

Morales studied medicine at the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, graduating in 1997, and went on to specialise in infectious diseases at Muñiz Hospital in Buenos Aires. After completing his studies, he joined the humanitarian medical organisation Médecins Sans Frontières, working on health projects in several African countries. It was the start of a career that would see him move between government agencies and humanitarian organisations in locations across the African continent, usually with a focus on HIV prevention and treatment, which included positions with UNICEF and the Italian NGO Comitato Collaborazione Medica.

His intense commitment to the people he was trying to help was Morales\' essential characteristic, colleagues said. Maestro Evans, the Deputy Director for the CDC in Haiti, met Morales when they were both stationed in Rwanda working for the CDC. "What stood out is what I know now to be his passion for the work. He didn\'t always follow the rules. Not that he had a disregard for the rules, but you can\'t let the rules stop you from doing the things you need to do." That passion helped him surmount the challenges of working in HIV prevention and treatment, said Ahmed, who is now the Associate Director for Federal Issues at the Guttmacher Institute in the USA. "Working on HIV is a grind, as it\'s emotional, personal, and overwhelming in scale", she said. "But it never seemed to get to Fernando. Whether it was transitioning HIV clinical services from international to local partners in Rwanda or working with the government to scale up access to testing and treatment, he was always all-in."

Morales understood the importance of learning from patients, Evans said, which spurred him to work directly with them and to engage them about their experiences. "He believed that the closer you stay connected to the work, the easier it is to see innovations and strategies and solutions. It always made your work better." And Morales was not afraid to challenge accepted approaches if he believed they were no longer serving the patients, said Anja Giphart, the Executive Vice President, Medical and Scientific Affairs at the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation (EGPAF) in Washington, DC, USA. She worked closely with Morales when he served as EGPAF\'s Country Director in Mozambique in the early 2010s.

In 2014, Morales moved from EGPAF to ICAP, where he quickly became known as "a remarkable leader, innovator, and also a very warm person", El-Sadr said. "He was connected to people at all levels, everywhere." Morales was, colleagues said, particularly beloved by junior staff members, who said that he was constantly advocating for them and helping to advance their careers. His main priority, though, was "always the people we were serving", Evans said. "He never lost sight that the bottom line is to get them what they need, regardless of whether it was treatment or care or prevention, regardless of how difficult it may be." Morales is survived by his wife, Crimelda, and their two children, Juliana and Ariel.
